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COMPANY ANNOUNCEMENT 

8 JULY 2013 

RETIREMENT OF MICHAEL ATKINSON 

Senior Austal finance executive Michael Atkinson has announced his retirement following a successful 

23 year career with the company. As a result of his retirement, Mr Atkinson has also relinquished his 

role as Executive Director. 

Mr Atkinson joined Austal as Financial Controller in 1990, and held senior finance positions within 

the business for his entire career. For the past six months Mr Atkinson has been working closely with 

Austal’s current Chief Financial Officer, Greg Jason, to ensure a smooth transition as Mr Jason 

moved into the CFO role from his former position of Chief Operating Officer – Asia. 

Austal Chief Executive Officer Andrew Bellamy thanked Mr Atkinson for his role in shaping the 

company’s executive leadership team. 

“Mike has a deep understanding of the business, and I am very grateful that he made the benefits of 

that experience available to me, Greg and others in the senior management team. That insight has 

certainly helped keep us on the right course,” Mr Bellamy said. “While Mike will no longer have an 

executive role, Austal will be able to call upon his unique knowledge as the need arises.” 

Austal’s Chairman John Rothwell paid tribute to Mr Atkinson. 

“Having worked with Mike from before Austal was founded I know his retirement is extremely well 

deserved. He demonstrated unwavering commitment to the company, truly putting his heart and soul 

into the business. Through his tireless work Mike earned the respect and friendship of many, many 

people over the years and I am sure that they would join me in wishing him an enjoyable retirement,” 

Mr Rothwell said.  
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About Austal 

Austal is a global defence prime contractor. The Company designs, constructs and maintains revolutionary 

platforms such as the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) and the Joint High Speed Vessel (JHSV) for the United States 

Navy, as well as an extensive range of patrol and auxiliary vessels for defence forces and government agencies 

globally. Austal also designs, installs, integrates and maintains sophisticated communications, radar and 

command and control systems. 

Austal benefits from its position as a world leader in the design, construction and support of customised, high 

performance aluminium vessels for the commercial high speed ferry market, an achievement gained over a 

period of nearly 25 years.  

Austal’s primary facilities comprise a dedicated defence shipyard in Henderson, Western Australia; a dedicated 

defence shipyard in Mobile, Alabama; and a dedicated commercial shipyard in Balamban, Philippines. The 

Company also provides vessel support services from its facilities in Australia, the United States, Asia, the 

Caribbean, and the Middle East. Systems development, sales and support are coordinated from Austal’s facility 

in Canberra, Australia. 

For further information contact: 

Austal, Public Relations 

Tel: +61 8 9410 1111 

Fax: +61 8 9410 2564 

Email: pubrel@austal.com 

Website: www.austal.com 

http://www.austal.com/

