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PARTNERSHIP TO PROVIDE SKILLED MINING WORKERS 

Site Group International Limited (“Site”, ASX:SIT) and OceanaGold have committed to undertaking 

construction of an underground mining training centre at the Site Skills Training Clark Campus, 

Philippines.  This facility will service Asia-Pacific and will be a unique resource to the Philippines. 

At a function hosted by the Australian Ambassador Hon. Bill Tweddell in Manila, Site Group 

International CEO & Managing Director, Mr Vern Wills welcomed the initiative, “We applaud the vision 

of OceanaGold to support the creation of the Underground Mining Training Centre that will service the 

industry regionally and will meet a growing need in the marketplace”. 

“OceanaGold is a company that is focussed on development of their staff and working with the local 

community in building assets that benefit the community.  Site Skills Training are pleased to be part of 

this growth for OceanaGold, Didipio and the Philippines.” 

OceanaGold CEO & Managing Director Mick Wilkes said, “OceanaGold’s Didipio underground mine 

will begin development in 2015 and we will need workers skilled in underground mining.  Our 

partnership with Site Skills Training will allow us to meet this need and create something for other 

underground miners in emerging economies to use.  Working with the leading mining training 

company in the Philippines will ensure graduates meet our high standards for health and safety, trade 

and soft skills.”    

The Underground Mining Training Centre will add to the Clark Campus further enhancing its 

reputation as the premier mining training facility in Asia.  “This Centre complements and grows our 

ability to fully service the mining industry with our new Heavy Vehicle Operator, Heavy Vehicle 

Mechanical, Fabrication and Welding, Electrical and HSSE Centres.  We look forward to meeting the 

current and future needs of the mining industry and helping companies fully exploit their mineral 

environment,” Mr Wills said. 

“Furthermore, this project strengthens our great relationship with OceanaGold and validates the 

quality of the training programs and the return on investment for clients.” 

Additionally, Site and OceanaGold have reached an agreement with another leading Australian 

company, Mastermyne, who will provide guidance with the construction of the facility and input to the 

curriculum and training methodology. 

Mastermyne CEO Tony Caruso stated, “Mastermyne subsidiary Mynesight has developed and built 

world leading facilities in Australia.  It is an excellent outcome to see this utilised in Clark for the 

emerging economies. 

Immersive Technologies will also supply its state of the art underground mining simulators allowing 

operators a safe environment to learn and practice their skills.  Immersive Technologies is the world’s 

largest supplier of mining equipment simulators. 
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For further information contact: 

Vernon Wills, CEO and Managing Director - +61 7 3114 5188 vern.wills@site.edu.au 

Jarrod Belcher, Director Development Projects - +63 917 592 0703 jarrod.belcher@site.edu.au  

Media Contact:   

Jamie Wills, Marketing Manager – + 61 409 490 554 jamie.wills@site.edu.au 
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