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The Australian Agricultural Company Limited (ASX:AAC), Australia’s largest producer of premium 

branded beef, is pleased to announce the appointment of Nigel Simonsz as Chief Financial Officer 

(CFO) and Anna Speer as Chief Operating Officer Pastoral. 

 

Nigel brings to AACo a strong track record of achievement in complex, listed environments across the 

FMCG industry. Most recently, Nigel served as National Chief Financial Officer for The Salvation Army, 

and prior to that was Chief Executive Officer, Australia and New Zealand, for international FMCG firm, 

PZ Cussons.  

 

During his time with PZ Cussons, Nigel held a number of senior finance and executive leadership roles, 

and brings with him global experience across markets. He has also worked with General Mills and BHP 

during his career.  

 

Anna joins from leading online livestock marketplace, AuctionsPlus, where she has served since 2014 

as Chief Executive Officer. Previously, Anna was General Manager at Livestock Exchange, and has 

extensive experience in the cattle industry, including at Consolidated Pastoral Company. Anna is 

known for her strong track record in strategic transformations, and deep knowledge of the global 

agribusiness industry.  

 

In her new role, Anna will be responsible for the strategic and operational leadership of pastoral 

operations, feedlots, southern processing and breeding to efficiently and sustainably deliver into 

AACo’s brands and customer experience. 

 

AACo Chief Executive Officer, Hugh Killen, said he was excited to welcome Nigel and Anna to AACo’s 

leadership team and that each would bring skills and capabilities closely aligned to AACo’s strategic 

agenda. Speaking further on the two appointments, he commented: 

 

“Nigel’s significant experience and combination of operations, management and financial skills will be 

of value to AACo as we continue to progress our strategic agenda. We are committed to openness and 

accuracy in how we report on our business and financial performance.”  

 

“Nigel will be responsible for lifting our financial acumen and driving clear accountability for business 

performance, enhancing commercial decision-making through real time financial information, and 

improving the clarity and consistency of the information we capture. We are delighted to have someone 

of Nigel’s calibre and experience join us at this critical time for our business.” 

  

“At the same time, Anna brings learnings and expertise from one of agriculture’s most disruptive 

marketplaces, and I am confident in the strong leadership she will provide across key areas of AACo’s 

supply chain.”  

 

"Anna is a capable and trusted leader who has a track record of consistently delivering results 

throughout her career. She will be responsible for aligning AACo’s integrated supply chain and 



investment in innovation to drive and extend our unique ability to produce the highest-quality beef at 

scale." 

 

Nigel has a Bachelor of Commerce and Bachelor of Economics from the University of Queensland, and 

is a member of CPA Australia.  

 

Anna has a Global Executive Masters in Business Administration from The University of Sydney and a 

Bachelor of Science from Deakin University. She is also a member of the Australian Institute of 

Company Directors and served as a board member of the Future Farmers Network.  

  

Nigel’s appointment will be effective from 1 August 2018, while Anna’s appointment will be effective 

from 16 August 2018.  
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